COMPONENT. A part or product specified for use in a constructed
facility (e.g., air chiller units, floor joists, and ceiling panels). Also
referred to as an element.

CONSTRUCTED FACILITY. The physical product of construction activities,
comprising an assemblage of relatively distinct functional systems, sub-
systems, elements, and components.

CONSTRUCTION CRITERIA BASE (CCB). A commercially available
compendium of agency design criteria stored on computer-accessible
compact disk.

COSTS OF OWNERSHIP. The total of all costs incurred, generally by the
owners but also by the users, to obtain the benefits of a facility.

DESIGN SERVICE LIFE. The period of time over which a building or a
building subsystem or component (e.g., the roof, mechanical equipment,
plumbing, or sheathing) is designed to provide at least an acceptable
minimum level of shelter or service, as defined by the owner; typically
depends on assumptions, sometimes implicit, regarding satisfactory
completion of normal maintenance activities. An idealized service life.

ECONOMIC LIFE. The period of time over which costs are incurred and
benefits or disbenefits are delivered to an owner; an assumed value
sometimes established by tax regulations or other legal requirements or
accounting standards and not necessarily related to the likely service life of
a facility or subsystem.

ELEMENT.  See component.

HVAC.  Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning.

INTEGRATED BUILDING SYSTEMS. Functional systems designed
specifically to fit and work together as a larger system; intended to provide
better performance than systems not designed for integration.

INTERSTITIAL SPACE. A type of accessible service area, typically space
provided between the structural floor panel and a hung interior ceiling; a key
element of VAHBS (VA Hospital Building System), a 9-foot
floor-between-floors that houses mechanical and electrical components.

LIFE CYCLE. The sequence of events in planning, design, construction, use,
and disposal (e.g., through sale, demolition, or substantial renovation)
during the service life of a facility; may include changes in use and
reconstruction.

LIFE-CYCLE COST. Th& present value of all anticipated costs to be incurred
during a facility's economic life; the sum total of direct, indirect, recurring,
nonrecurring, and other related costs incurred or estimated to be incurred
in the design, development, production, operation, maintenance, support,
and final disposition of a major system over its anticipated useful life span.

MODULARITY. The separation of major user areas into zones served by
independent mechanical and electrical components; also a characteristic of
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